
EAST PROVIDENCE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

East Providence School Committee

East Providence City Hall – Council Chamber

145 Taunton Avenue

East Providence, Rhode Island 02914

July 29, 2014

Open Session

Mr. Monteiro called the meeting to order 6:00 PM.  Members present: 

Elizabeth Clupny, Timothy Conley, Anthony Ferreira, Joel Monteiro. 

(Mr. Pimentel absent).  Also present:  Kim Mercer, Superintendent of

Schools.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag & Moment of Silence were

observed.

Public Comment I – Agenda Items

Fred Rybka, 9 Cousins Avenue, asked if any money left for the

parking lot behind Oldham School to address the problems there

before school reopens.  Kim Mercer, Superintendent, will discuss this

with the Facilities Director, Mr. Catelli.  

Superintendent’s Report



Facilities Update – Mr. Catelli, Facilities Director, reported:

Mike Barhy provided an update on Whiteknact roof  project– going

pretty well; both Ed Catelli and the Superintendent check often; little

bit ahead of schedule; not doing the existing building yet; drain 98%

done; will start courtyard next week; with good weather, all should be

OK.

Mr. Ferreira– saw cut side walk (drain) asked if that is only concrete

they are responsible to put back?

Mr. Catelli – will go back – one piece – tie in handicap ramp

Mr. Ferreira asked who designed down spouts – attached to building

– nice to see.  Mr. Catelli – Mike painted them the color of the

building; strong product

Mr. Ferreira – on his route every day; clean job site

Mr. Barhy – pray for good weather

Mr. Catelli – construction meeting at Whiteknact site tomorrow at

10:30AM; meeting Superintendent at 8AM regarding high school

punch list; will do pre-punch list, then do punch list; then get a time

from the contractor and will advise School Committee.  Waddington

work being done; do not have to disturb garden; put up forms for

handicapped access; corridor that leads to where buses are. 

Pre-construction meeting Tuesday, August 5th at 2PM; will get

volunteers; work to be done on the 21st.  High School roof canopy

will be started; received bids on the blackboards; low bid $90

labor/$125 with material; 76 boards to do; will go over the project;



rest will be done in-house; straight out with labor on other projects; if

in house, will be later.

Mr. Conley mentioned the science lab and the quality – can we

control the work

Mr. Catelli – said he did not think the work was satisfactory;

architects wrote a letter; Irons said it was pretty common in the

industry; maybe we will be first to have a flat surface; manufacturer

will not write letter about boards because they do not know the

temperature there; Ed said he is afraid to order them; he recommends

that we wait through August temperatures and see what happens;

AIA no insulation in bottom; sporadic pieces but not fully insulated.

JM – SMMA was supposed to get letter from manufacturer; would be

in specs for product; SMMA to get us specs on counter top and

boards and something from acoustical engineer if we needed

insulation

Mr. Monteiro noted that we are waiting for three or four items from the

architects.

Personal Report on Resignations 

Kevin Monagle – Math Teacher- High School – Effective

6/25/14-Followed by 2 year leave of absence

Stephanie Boocock-Reading Teacher-Riverside Middle

School-Effective 6/25/14-Followed by 2 year leave of absence

Nichole Collins-School Nurse-Whiteknact-Effective 7/21/14

MaryBeth Maloney – School Nurse-High School/Oldham – Effective



7/14/14

Mr. Conley requested an update on the Principal vacancy at Oldham.  

 Assistant Superintendent, Julie Motta, stated that 14 candidates will

be interviewed on August 7th by an extensive committee including

Mrs. Allen (Principal) and parents, teachers, special educators; a

candidate will be presented to the School Committee for appointment

at the August 12, 2014 meeting.  

Action Items

Awarding of Bids – Kim Mercer, Superintendent, recommended the

following bid awards:

Whiteknact School Asbestos Removal – Award to AAA Asbestos -

$24,380.00

Mr. Ferreira noted that he just received the information last night and

considered it to be last minute; he will jump on board this time, but

going forward he will not be able to; he thinks we have time to make

these decisions; he requested figuring out how we can get more help

for Ed Catelli.

Ed Catelli – SMMA coming forward; waiting on architectural issues;

we can only do so much; they should be fired; he is being railroaded

and it is frustrating; it goes on and on; requested information on high

school, counter, Hennessey roof and he gets nothing; we have four



weeks to do the work and he will be backed to the wall.  Mr. Ferreira

stated that we all know how this effects the city; he has serious

issues with it; we should know why it took three and a half months to

get these plans in; we are being denied everything.  Mr. Catelli asked

to bring in SMMA, from the President on down to meet and tell them

how we feel.

Mr. Conley – SMMA does not take responsibility for anything; our

experience with low cost providers has not been good in terms of

quality; range concerns for him; need to think long and hard on low

bidders.  We did not get top talent with the 12 million dollar project;

that’s his opinion in his term on the School Committee; discrepancy

in range of bids concerns him.

Mr. Catelli – AA has done all our asbestos; cleared by the state;

reputable company; know the district; most tests rigid with demands

from the state; he would say they are a reputable company.  

Mr. Ferreira – known from other jobs; very reputable; if Ed Catelli is

comfortable, he is OK with it; Ed has confidence in the decision.

Mr. Catelli – price wise, this is good for the city; he would give them

an A.

Mr. Monteiro supports Mr. Ferreira on timeliness of getting

information; he looked at diagram key showing a large portion (tile) at



Whiteknact.

Mr. Catelli – plan to remove non asbestos tile to make room; shows

we are doing the lion’s share of the work; when we wall in, the tile will

all look the same.  

Motion by Ms. Clupny to accept the Superintendent’s

recommendation to award the bid for asbestos removal to AA

Asbestos Abatement Company, Inc. in the amount of $24,380.00,

seconded by Mr. Conley.  Vote 4-0.

Whiteknact Floor Replacement – Motion by Ms. Clupny to accept the

recommendation of the Superintendent to award the bid to Metro

Floor Covering in the amount of $38,273.00, seconded by Mr. Ferreira

with the stipulation that he would like a timeline and a walk through

scheduled the day the work is completed to view the work and point

out any problems right away; no punch list nine months later; he

wants to take this responsibility from SMMA and put on School

Committee.  Vote 4-0.

Mr. Monteiro – has been all hands on deck with construction. But at

this point we do not have a Facilities Committee; Mr. Ferreira has a

unique position with his experience; he would like to see Mr. Ferreira

as the contact and have him invited to bid openings, building walk

through; may get us ahead of some things; he can then report to the

School Committee; make this as a standard procedure.  All actions on



projects, specifications, bid openings, and walk-throughs.  He knows

what he is looking at; an example would be the science lab;

communication not clear how he would be included and it has been

inconsistent.

Mr. Conley – meetings fell off; continued oversight is very helpful. 

Mr. Ferreira thinks we are headed in a positive direction going

forward.

Mr. Catelli – back against the wall; he needs support staff

Mr. Monteiro – requested a motion to make it standard procedure. 

Motion by Ms. Clupny to make Mr. Ferreira the School Committee

Facilities Liaison and to include him on all emails, seconded by Mr.

Conley.  Vote 4-0.  

Mr. Monteiro – community and School Committee will benefit from

doing this in a more proactive way. 

Mr. Ferreira thanked Kim Mercer and Ed Catelli for communicating

and going forward we will be in good shape.  

Mr. Monteiro – if time, Whiteknact parents would like to paint the

library; check if we can find a window of time for that.  

Mr. Catelli – once abatement done and tests in, he will be able to open

up the school and will help with the paint.  

Mr. Ferreira noted that we should not let anyone pick out paint colors;

only one person can be responsible for that and it should be the

Superintendent who has been trying to standardize colors.   



Personnel Appointments

Karen Diehl-From .8 to .5 Occupational Therapist-Effective 9/2/14

Deanna Brooks-Library/Media Specialist

Lindsey Reilly – Instructional Reform Facilitator-Effective 9/2/14

Motion to approve appointments, seconded by Mr. Ferreira.  Vote 4-0. 

Requisitions – Bill Lists

Warrant #

1423		7/16/14		$    8,865.36

1426		7/29/14		$100,293.24

1427		7/29/14		$787,708.99

Motion to approve by Ms. Clupny, seconded by Mr. Ferreira.  Vote 4-0.

Speaker – Steve Souza – asked about the grass in the field behind

high school; went to Martin Middle School and the gym floors look

great; thanks to all for everything being done.  

Mr. Catelli stated that seed will be done at the end of August; grader

broke down; endangered species in the field; will start grading again

and install the sprinklers; doing basketball nets and painting at

Martin. 

Mr. Conley – field at the high school lacrosse or soccer? 



Superintendent stated that the intent was to for lacrosse.  Discussion;

Mr. Conley has concerns about planning for the fields.  

Mr. Souza asked to assistant coach with no pay; he does not have

certification but licensed.  Superintendent Mercer referred him to Bob

Duarte, Athletic Director. 

Motion by Ms. Clupny to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Ferreira. 

Discussion:   Noted that the School Committee sends it thoughts and

prayers to Mr. Pimentel.  

Mr. Ferreira – regarding Orlo; we should be getting simple quarterly

reports on programs; cannot go unattended; a year later; we did not

do right.  Kim Mercer – excellent report.  Julie Motta – have to pick six

interventions for the school and it has to be approved by Committee;

reported quarterly to RIDE; this requires the same process as we did

with Hennessey School.  Mr. Ferreira noted that slide show was a

good night so that the city knows from years back that we are making

progress.  Vote 4-0 to adjourn. 

					Respectfully submitted,

					Patricia A. Iannelli, Administrative Assistant



Elizabeth Clupny, Clerk of the Committee


